
Those in emergency 
response have seen 
things change over the 
past 2 decades.  Fund-
ing streams were cre-
ated very quickly after 
the Twin Towers were 
hit by planes back in 
2001 as our country 
geared up to prevent 
horrific events like 
that from ever hap-
pening on American 
soil again. 

After a decade later, 
we are now seeing 
those funding streams 
move away from 
emergency prepared-
ness as the govern-
ment cuts down on 
financial grants at the 
local and state level.   
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One of the main grants 
for the local level was 
the State Homeland 
Security Program.  This 
funding has become a 
regional grant with 
funding based on a 
competitive nature. 

Fairfield County was 
fortunate this year to 
receive $26,000 of 
some very needed up-
dated equipment and 
supplies for our coun-
ty’s Hazardous Materi-
als Response Team 
with a regional grant 
with Franklin County.  
Since the HazMat re-
sponse vehicle, and 
the equipment were 
originally purchased 
with previous grant 

Once again volunteers 
and Fairfield County 
EMA representatives 
hosted an information-
al tent at the Fairfield 
County Fair.  This is 

Fairfield County EMA @ the County Fair 

one time a year that 
we are able to reach 
out to the community 
with Emergency Pre-
paredness infor-
mation.  We are also 

dollars, 
many of 
the items 
have now 
been used 
or has expired its 
shelf life. 

The county’s HazMat 
Team is a county re-
source, but will meet 
the need anywhere it 
is requested.  With 
trucks on the 33 By-
pass, trains, and pipe-
lines carrying hazard-
ous materials through 
our county, as well as 
many manufacturers 
and resellers of haz-
ardous materials, this 
is a county asset we 
can’t do without.  

Con’t on page 2 
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http://www.facebook.com/pages/Lancaster-OH/Fairfield-County-Emergency-Management-Agency/193592482991


there to sell green re-
flective address signs 
and weather radios for 
anyone interested.  
These items are 
always available 
during the week 
at our office in 
the Fairfield 
County Govern-
ment Services 
Building in Lan-
caster.  

This year we 
were also re-

cruiting volunteers for 
the upcoming CERT 
training course that 
followed the fair.   

We hope that you were 
able to come out to the 

The Citizen Corps vol-
unteers have contin-
ued to keep busy over 
the past several 
months with lots of 
training activities and 
meetings.  Some of the 
trainings have included 
emergency splinting 
and triage activities. 

The CERT Basic course 
was once again offered 
in October, and we 
welcomed in another 
20 strong members to 
our responder volun-
teers.  It is great to see 
the excitement and 
energy of those 
wanting to be of assis-
tance in times of need.   

Thanks to the many 
volunteers that helped 
us staff the fair booth, 
and have helped out in 
other areas of commu-
nity preparedness out-
reach during the Night 
Out in Pickerington and 
other events.   

Items of Note: 

A few of our volunteers 
have told us that they 

Citizen Corps (CERT/MRC) 

FairñContinued! 

Last and Best 

Fair of the 

YEAR! 
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Reach the 

CERT/MRC 

Coordinators:  

740-652-7981 

are not receiving any of 
the team’s communica-
tions.  We have recent-
ly updated and merged 
several volunteer lists, 
and a few names might 
have been inadvertent-
ly dropped off the list.  
If you have not been 
receiving the volunteer 
training and informa-
tional emails, or have 
not heard anything 
from our office in 
awhile, please contact 
us to update your in-
formation. 

Also, don’t forget to 
periodically log on and 
update any information 
in the 
www.ohioresponds.gov 
database. 

fair and stop by our 
booth.  If not, but sure 
to look for us again next 
year—just East of the 
round cattle building. 

http://www.ohioresponds.gov


The Special Ops Dive Unit 
was asked to place a 
static display at the Vio-
let Township Fire Depart-
ment’s open house on 
Sept. 28th. Diver Jason 

Bontrager put the truck 
and gear on display, and 
answered many ques-
tions pertaining to the 
job we do. We also hand-
ed out US Coast Guard 
water safety coloring 

books and literature to 
the many children pre-
sent.  

Along with EMA staff, 
Diver Kurt Davis respond-
ed to a leaking dam at a 
campground in the 
county, and was in-
strumental in provid-
ing knowledge of 
differential pressure. 
Differential pressure 
is a hazard faced un-
derwater when wa-

ter drains to a lower ele-
vation. Campground per-
sonnel were considering 
entering the water to 
open a submerged drain, 
but changed tactics after 
a briefing with the re-

Special Operations Team (SOT) ~ HazMat, Water Rescue, ISO 
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DWART - Plan in Action!!! 

Ohio Department of 
Agriculture has ap-
proved our Fairfield 
County nominations 
for the Dangerous Wild 
Animal Response Team 
(DWART) on July 12, 
2013. 

We have drafted a 
Dangerous Wild Animal 
emergency response 
plan and asked our Law 
Enforcement Chiefs for 
their additions/
comments to the draft 
plan by December 
2013. Once we receive 
their comments back 

we will prepare the 
final response plan. 
The final plan will be 
forwarded to the Ohio 
Department of Agricul-
ture for final approval 
by February 2014. 

All county DWART 
plans will need to be 
approved and in place 
by July 2014. 

This Plan was tested 
with the Fairfield 
Beach lion release in 
September.  The re-
sponders contacted the 
correct parties to re-
spond to the released 

ǞǗǰǣǗǪϝǪǟǚǘǟǪǩ̴ 
To avoid the potential risks as-

sociated with disposing of 

household electronic equip-

ment, chose to dispose of it re-

sponsibly.  Check out the ser-

vices of Ohio Drop Offðwith 

locations in Lancaster and Pick-

erington.  

Lancaster: 

http://ohiodropoff.com/lancaster.html 

Pickerington: 

http://ohiodropoff.com/pickerington.htm 

This is not a free service so 

check online for details and 

pricing. 

   

Ohio Drop Off 

2899 Morse Rd. 

Columbus, OH 43231 

(614) 478-0808 

info@ohiodropoff.com 
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sponders there.  

The Dive Unit also has 
a fundraiser scheduled 
with the local Max and 
Erma’s restaurant in 
Lancaster in Novem-
ber.  If you like to help 
support the team and 
enjoy a good meal, 
please feel free to 
come out with a flyer! 
Call 740-654-4357. 

lioness.   The lion was 
returned to her cage 
without incident.     

http://ohiodropoff.com/lancaster.html
http://ohiodropoff.com/pickerington.htm
mailto:info@ohiodropoff.com


Our Mission 
To establish, coordinate and  

sustain partnerships throughout  

Fairfield County, united in efforts 
to prepare for emergencies and 

to minimize loss of life and  

property and help the community 
to return to normalcy when they 

occur. 

to this trusted individual. 
This may work well with 
neighbors who have pets of 
their own—you may even 
swap responsibilities, de-
pending upon who has ac-
cessibility. 

Step 5: Evacuation Prepara-
tion 
If you must evacuate your 
home in a crisis, plan for the 
worst-case scenario. If you 
think you may be gone for 
only a day, assume that you 
may not be allowed to re-
turn for several weeks.  

Adapted from: 
ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦŀǎǇŎŀΦƻǊƎκǇŜǘ-
ŎŀǊŜκŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ-ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘƴŜǎǎ 

Emergencies come in many 
forms, and they may require 
anything from a brief absence 
from your home to perma-
nent evacuation. Each type of 
disaster requires different 
measures to keep your pets 
safe. The best thing you can 
do for yourself and your pets 
is to be prepared. 

Step 1: Get a Rescue Alert 
Sticker 
This easy-to-use sticker will 
let people know that pets are 
inside your home. Make sure 
it is visible to rescue workers, 
and that it includes the types 
and number of pets in your 
household; the name of your 
veterinarian; and your veteri-
narian's phone number.  

Step 2: Arrange a Safe Haven  
Arrange a safe haven for your 
pets in the event of evacua-

tion. DO NOT LEAVE YOUR 
PETS BEHIND. Remember, if 
it isn't safe for you, it isn't 
safe for your pets. bƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ wŜŘ /Ǌƻǎǎ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ 
ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǇŜǘǎ, so it is 
imperative that you have 
determined where you will 
bring your pets ahead of 
time. 

Step 3: Emergency Supplies 
and Traveling Kits 
Keep an Evac-Pack and sup-
plies handy for your pets. 
Make sure that everyone in 
the family knows where it 
is. This kit should be clearly 
labeled and easy to carry. 

Step 4: Choose “Designated 
Caregivers” 
This step will take consider-
able time and thought. A 
set of keys should be given 

Weôre on the WEB at 

www.fairfieldema.com 

241 West Main Street, Suite 100 

Lancaster, OH 43130 

Phone: 740-654-4357 

Fax: 740-652-1520 

E-mail: ema-lepc@co.fairfield.oh.us 
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Agency 

Donôt 

forget the 

pets! 


